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CLAIMS 



1. A method of constructing a thin film mirror, which method comprises: 

(i) providing a suction chamber with, edges which lie on a 
required mirror surface; 

(ii) providing tensioning m^/ans which is forced into contact with 
X ^ film adjacent to at legist one of the edges of the suction 

chamber such that tejSsiojijjx4he film parallel to the edge is 
increased; and 



(iii) providing holding meanp for 
(a) holdingMthe tens^i 



mg means; 



(b)kDcaHy adjusting/ hojding pre^sure-^ on the tensioning 
r means; and 

/(c);feedrng the tensioning means into positipn^after the film 



been attachea4p the suction chamber. 



2. A method according to claim 1 in which the tensioning means is a 
rod. 



3. A method according/ to claim 2 in which the rod is of circular cross 
section. 



4. A method according to claim 3 in which the rod is a tube 



5. A method according 




ich the tube is a semi-rigid tube. 



6. A method according tc^airip 1 in which the holding means has a first 
portion for extending bv^r the tensioning means, and a second portion for 
extending under the suction chamber. 



7. A thin film mirror v\$^h produced by a method according to claim 1 . 
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